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Pass Exams

Preparation Pre-Exam

Ensure your lesson notes are in a good state and there’s nothing missing. That way you will find it much easier to make good revision notes later.

Find a proper working space. You can’t revise properly sitting on the sofa. Aim to use a clear desk, and make sure you have a lamp, stationary, and a chair.

Get planning. Work out how much revision you need to make. Make a revision timetable and stick to it.

Stock up on pads and pens.

When reading up on the issue on which you will be examined, take notes. Recognise the main titles, which connect. Try to write and use keywords when you do this. You should remember the details connected with each keyword written.

An example will be given of written connections of words. As an example take the subject of Personality. Begin with the title Personality in the middle of the page. First you should connect and name the various people who theorised on the subject of Personality. Secondly, name the issues that each focus on. Thirdly and connected-to-that, should be the author’s implications of these issues. Connected to that would be the bias each has to the subject. Then for example, connect the relationship each has on conditionability, connection to criminality, and finally each theories psychiatric diagnosis. To speed the process up, such a list might be highlighted in the table of the books contents.

Such a connecting list should bring the relevant details back to thought.


Don’t push yourself too hard. Do a set amount each day. Taking regular breaks. Aim to revise 2 subjects a day.

See you mates.

Test yourself and work through the bits you find difficult. On www.learn.co.uk, there are test papers on all core subjects. Advice is also given where to find more information on the core subjects.

Get some fresh air. If you feel tired or stressed, stop revising for a while and go for a brisk walk. In the fresh air your mind will be concentrating on something different and clear your mind, whilst exercise will boost your energy.

Another method to assist your thought would be the using of cue cards. Write down a basic outline of what you have learnt on small cards. Use lots of concise lists and diagrams. Read them through whenever you have a chance. For example, on the bus or when at home.

Ask for help. Ask your parents or teacher.

Inform yourself with information. Use either: bookshops, your libraries, and the Internet. Also, the Further Funding Council’s Website at www.fefc.ac.uk.

Avoid poor results

Contact the Conference for Independent Further Education at www.cife.org.uk. Also www.mpw.co.uk, and www.dld.org.uk.




To assist with homework

www.standards.dfee.gov.uk/homework/, www.eduweb.co.uk and www.freecampus.co.uk.

Put Your Knowledge into Practice

After having read the source material, made notes of the relevant points and reflected on the topic attempt to write an essay on it. Attempt to write an essay, on the subject with the source material out of the room. Here rely on the draft outline and the notes previously compiled. Don’t forget to set your time allowed.

An advantage of working in such a way was the essays were shorter, and got to the point much faster. In essence, the paragraphs were more report like and hit on a point straight away, and so leaving much more space to allow a discussion to be commented on, and questioning these points. 

In an Exam

When in an exam think of the strategies you should use. Initially, in exams use spider diagrams (commented on initially), and a written structure. Essentially, using a spider diagram would assist give you more marks as it would demonstrate that you would know the various connections to the subject, and their order of significance. Such a diagram would emphasis to an examiner you would know how to express yourself.

First plan how you would answer the question. Do this by using a spider diagram. Here use key words or numbers (dates) for each connecting subject. Begin with the main subject in the middle of the paper. Then from the main subject, think about the next linking section. 



For instance, say Karl Marx was the person being examined on. Write the title Karl Marx in the middle of the page. A connection to Marx would be Friedrich Engel’s, as he contributed to Marx. So there would be a line connecting Marx with Engel’s. Both wrote the Communist Manifesto. So connect both names would connect to this title. Another link to Marx’s would be his major critique of capitalism, Das Kapital, so there would be a line from Marx to Das Kapital. The connections would then carry on as such, also as above.

Then finally you should begin to write. Write about the subject using structure. Structure would assist talk about the subject’s variety of written issues, understandable to your lecturer. (For this please refer to the Structure of Essay Writing). 

Further Useful Websites

www.dfee.gov.uk Department for Education and Skills.

www.learndirect.co.uk Information on finding a college course.
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